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¢ 2010 Holiday

Gift Drive
e Child Link
Agency Rank- :
ing he holiday gift drive this year was an im-
: mense success! We would especially like to
e Child Link Re- thank those who donated their resources and

accredidation time to making the holiday season special for
all of the Child Link children. You can now
view the pictures from the holiday party on
our Facebook by clicking here. We were so
happy with the turnout and can’t wait to see

what the 2011 Holiday Season Brings!
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Special Holiday 3
Thanks continued...

very four years, the standards and
procedures of human service organizations,
like Child Link, are reviewed and approved by
the Council on Accreditation. This council
seeks to improve the outcomes of these
organizations by developing, applying and
promoting accreditation standards. After this
year’s review, Child Link has been approved
to continue its practice until August 2014, at
which time another review will be conducted.
Please join us in thanking our staff for all of Congratulations, Child Link staff on this near-
their hard work and dedication to ensure that impossible achievement!

all performance goals were met in accordance
with COA standards.

In addition, Child Link has been re-accredited
and “expedited through the [review process]
as a result of not receiving any out of
compliance ratings in any of the fundamental
practice standards.” -Richard Klarberg,
President & CEO of the Council on
Accreditation.
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Anency Performance Ranking Report
Fourth Quarter FY2010

hild Link has once again

CHILDLINK ar.s
[AWRENCE HALL YOUTH SERVICES 803
ADA 5 MCKINLEY COMM SERV INC

DNE HOPE UNITED NORTHERN REGION 859

COLUNTEERS OF AMERICA
LYDIA HOME ASSOCIATION

LUNITY PARENTING AND COUNSELING 852
AUNT MARTHAS YOUTH SVC CTR INC 844
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES OF ILLINOIS 1.3
LAKESIDE COMMUNITY COMM

306

been ranked number one
i in the state in both the
third and fourth quarters
of 2010 compared to

785 other agencies like ours.
T84 These rankings are based

EVANGELICAL CHILD & FAMILY AGENCY T

AEJ COMMUNITY SERVICES, INC. T2 upon 5 areas of
CENTERS FOR NEW HORIZONS CHILD WELFARE 7 . .
CHILDSERV 674 performance, in which
UNIVERSAL FAMILY CONNECTION IN 638 f ;

DCFS COOK NORTH REGION 55 Child Link scored near

DICFS COOK SOUTH REGN
DCFS COOK CENTRAL REGN

HE YOUTH CAMPUS
SHELTER, INC.

“"Her Poem...
went on to
receive several
awards in
various amateur
film festivals
around the

United States.”

Child Link News

CHILDRENS HOME & AID 50C OF IL

ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF CHICAGO

84.7 perfect.

624
61.2

802 The hard work and
‘1::2 dedication of Child Link

hild Link is proud to
announce that Tasana
Hardy, a girl residing in
the Transitional Living
Program, has won several
prestigious awards for her
poem entitled “Where I
Come From.” Her poem
was chosen for the class
film project and ulti-
mately went on to receive
several awards in various
amateur film festivals
around the United States.

Tasana’s victory was
widely announced due to

LUTHERAN CHILD & FAMILY 5V AT 4 staff is demonstrated
UHLICH CHILDREN'S ADVANTAGE NETWORK 440
COOK AVERAGES T1.6

the article that was pub-
lished about her story in the
Chicago Tribune. Since then,
she has started classes at
Truman Community College.
Though she faces this next
stage in her life unsure and
feeling alone, the Child Link
staff has been there to see
her through until the end.

Her poem made its debut at
Child Link’s Annual Women'’s
Initiative Luncheon in Sep-
tember 2009. You can view
her performance at the
Luncheon here or read the
article about her posted in

eaujolais Nouveau 2010

was a huge success as we
raised nearly $27,000 in do-
nations. We would like to
take this opportunity to
thank those that participate
in this event.

Child Link and its staff
greatly appreciate all of the

through these scores and we
could not ask for more from
them. Congratulations on
your #1 ranking!

-Halema Townsend,
Supervisor of Foster Care

the Chicago Tribune.

The Child Link staff would
once again like to con-
gratulate Tasana on this
wonderful accomplishment
and wish her nothing but
the best in her future en-
deavors. There is no
greater joy in what we do
than seeing one of our very
own flourish and accom-
plish a great feat in their
life.

generosity bestowed upon us
by our supporters.

Pictures from the event can
be viewed on our Facebook
Page. So check out all the
action and don't forget to tag
yourself and your friends!
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ny person wishing to become a fos-
ter parent must first meet several re-
quirements set forth by the state in
order to qualify for a license. Though
all private agencies, like Child Link,
follow the same minimum State re-
quirements for licensing, many have
additional requirements that must be
met by the potential foster parent(s).

Child Link is very pleased to report

that our Licensing Department receives

a multitude of calls on a daily basis
from people who are interested in be-
coming a foster parent(s). Once a li-
censing representative receives this
call, a series of questions is asked in
order to determine whether or not the

xcerpt from AnnMarie
Gignac's Article:

“Where did she come
from?’ ‘Is she adopted?”
“She’s so cute!’ ‘Can I
touch her hair?’ *How do
you do her hair?’ ‘Is she
yours?’ These are only a
few of the comments and
questions that my family
hears constantly.

Our adoption path is a lit-
tle different from many of
the families we have met
in our adoption group.
When we were embarking
on our journey we had not
realized that we would be-
come a minority among
families of adoption.
not realize that adopting
trans-racially through the
Child Welfare System, spe-

caller would be a good fit for Child
Link’s foster care program.

After the interested party passes this
initial screening, a licensing represen-
tative schedules a home visit, at
which time the candidate’s living
situation will be evaluated. After this
is complete, the licensing process
begins, which can take anywhere
from a few weeks to three months.
The process includes many precau-
tions you would expect; including
background clearances as well as per-
sonal information revelation. Child
Link understands that we all have
unique family experience. We believe
the questions asked during this proc-
ess are an important part of ensuring

I did

cifically The State of Illi-
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To read more from
AnnMarie Gignac’s Article,
please visit the Newsletter
tab on our website. All
feedback should be sent to
newsletter@childink.org.

pated in our Holiday
Gift Drive. Your gen-
erosity is greatly ap-
preciated, and we are
already looking for-
ward to how great
next year will be!
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that we all have the same informa-
tion when it comes to the best par-
enting practices. To ensure that
everyone is on the same page, train-
ing is provided to all potential foster
parents prior to licensing.

Relatively soon after this licensing
process is complete, the new foster
parent(s) can expect a call asking for
their support.

Child Link appreciates all of its foster
parents and everything they do to
help us provide our children with the
best care and resources available.

“...We had

nois’ Department of Family
Services (DCFS), was not
that common.”

not realized
that we would
become a
minority
among
families of

adoption.”
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Fax: 312-377-4888 at: www.childlnk.org. \
Email: newsletter@childink.org
Please Contact Us If You Would Like To
Contribute To Next Month's Issue
_______________________________ J
Child Link is finally catching up with technology We would also love to have more fa'f'? on our
and getting our social networking tools together! Facebook_ Page. We try to p<_)st exciting news
e about Child Link and other things around the
In addition to our Facebook page, we now have a Chi d Suburb dailv basi
Twitter, which will enable you to follow the v icago aln f,u dur an areas on E atly basis.
happenings of Child Link in real time. We would ou ca.n also find current news about our
. upcoming events and learn how you can become
love to share all of our Tweets with you, so log t of dav-to-day fundraisi . |
on and start following! a part of our day-to-day fundraising operations!
April : | Save-the-Date:
’ ey * 7th Annual Women'’s
Women’s Initiative | Initiative Luncheon
Luncheon
When/Where: TBA
May: Baby Supply Drive | /
What: Our Women'’s Initia-
June: Blues Bash | tive Luncheon is an oppor-

CHILD/i/,

Linking Children and Families since 2002.

1100 West Cermak Road

Suite B404
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone: 312-377-4735

July/August: Back to I

School Supply/
Backpack Drive

N
N

in Downtown LaGrange

D
C

~

ovember: Beaujolais
ouveau Wine Tasting

ecember: Holiday/
hristmas Toy Drive
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Child Link is a non-profit organization con-
tracted through the Illinois Department of
Children and Family Services that works to
provide foster care, adoption and counseling
services to at-risk children and youth in the
Chicago area and surrounding communities.
It is the mission of Child Link to ensure that
human services are available to all those in
need. To learn more about Child Link and the
services we provide, please visit our website

tunity for Child Link to
honor successful women
involved in business, educa- g
tion, and government -
throughout Chicago. Child
Link believes that the
women honored on this oc-

The Child Link Adolescent Foster
casion are wonderful role models for the girls in- Care Staff at the 2009 Luncheon

volved in the Transitional Living Period. This luncheon is a chance for our girls
to learn how to succeed by using their resources wisely, and also boost their
confidence and self-esteem as young women in showing them that hard work
and dedication is needed to achieve their goals.
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